Johnson’s Victory Dinner Speech

Aloha everyone!

My name is Johnson John.  Yes…I know it’s a funny name!  What can I say… it’s a long story!

I come from a family of 4 boys and was the only one diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes at the age of 16.  Now… I know with this amazing tan, you may think that, that was just 5 years ago… but in reality… that was 25 years ago now! 

I thought I just had the flu, but ended up hospitalized for 2 weeks, while my family and I learned all about diabetes.

So it was to be insulin for me for the rest of my life, or until we find a cure…

I often have wondered what my life would have been like if I didn’t have diabetes?  But in many ways I am grateful to have had this disease.  Why you ask?

· Because it has made me humble.

· Because I have a greater compassion for people.

· Because it has made me strong in my FAITH

· Because I’ve met amazing doctors!

· Because I’ve met incredible people!

· Because I hope to live to see it’s CURE!

· Because it has brought me here to HAWAII… a life long dream of mine!

· Because I walked my FIRST marathon for diabetes!  Yeah!

Diabetes is a silent disease, invisible to those who are not affected by it.  

Kidney failure is much the same.  People don’t see you do dialysis… they think all is FINE.

People see you take your insulin and think it’s the cure.

These are NOT CURES… only therapies which keep us alive!

I have had many days of desperation… wondering… will I wake up to see my family again tomorrow?

I’ve been blessed to LIVE and LOVE LIFE, and continue to shine.  I have too for these three beautiful angels of mine.

I pray each day and I DON’T give up HOPE, even though there are days I think I am at the end of my rope.

I am grateful to all who continue to read our website updates, and who have taken the time to send me an inspirational e-mail of support.  THANK YOU!

My wife Kendra asked if she could document not only our fundraising events on our website, but also our world into dialysis, so we can continue to EDUCATE and raise AWARENESS!

When I connect each night to do my dialysis, I miss my family… I miss checking on the kids in the middle of the night… tucking them in again under their blankets… I miss just hanging out watching TV with my wife.  This time next year… I believe I’ll be so bored!  No more dialysis, no more transplants etc! HA HA

My wife can’t wait to give me her kidney!  I personally believe it’s because she wants to nag me from the outside and the inside too! HA HA

Diabetes is why we all came here to Hawaii.  This trip…and this marathon… has meant so much to me!  WE REALLY DID IT and I am so PROUD to be here with my family and each and every one of you.

During race day – I felt like I could have ran the whole marathon!  I was so pumped up!  I thought about each and every one of you!!

I had no real sleep before the race, but still felt great!!  I was so energized by the SPIRIT of everyone!

· I thought about those of you who have lost a loved one.

· I thought about the mothers and fathers of a child who has diabetes.

· I thought about the wives & husbands of a spouse who has diabetes.

· And I thought about those of you who have no connection to diabetes, yet helped us raise awareness and still fundraised.

Although I have diabetes & renal failure…do not feel sorry for me.  REMEMBER diabetes is what we came to Hawaii for, not just to run in a great marathon… but to help find a CURE!!!

Look for us again in 2008, because we will be back!

· Thank you for this opportunity to tell my story.

· Thank you for taking the time to raise funds and awareness.

· Thank you for running and walking in the marathon.

· Thank you to The Canadian Diabetes Association for hosting a great event!

· Thank you to the Baxter company for sending all of my supplies!

· Thank you to Cara, Joe, Shirley, Terry and all the team!

THIS IS A RACE!!

THIS IS A RACE AGAINST DIABETES!!

So I need you to do one thing for me….

HELP ME PUT AN END TO DIABETES, BEFORE DIABETES PUTS AN END TO ME!  

Merry Christmas, and GOD Bless you ALL!!!

Thank you!

